Minimum Data Set (MDS)  
Sponsor

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), Survey and Certification Group.
Mode of Administration

Survey of all residents of Medicare and Medicaid certified facilities; completed by facility personnel, attestation of accuracy required. The MDS is a component of the Resident Assessment Instrument (RAI).

Primary Content

Standardized, primary screening and assessment tool of health status; measures physical, medical, psychological and social functioning of long-term care residents. Includes a set of 24 quality indicators (QIs) developed by researchers to identify potential problems with care in nursing facilities.

Population Targeted

Residents in Medicare or Medicaid certified nursing and long-term care facilities.

Demographic Data

Gender, age, marital status, location, facility, ethnicity and health status.

Years Collected

Since June 1998.

Schedule

Administered on admission, quarterly, annually, whenever the resident experiences a significant change in status and whenever the facility identifies a significant error in a prior assessment.

Geographic Estimates 

National, State, facility.

Contact information

Agency homepage: http://cms.hhs.gov. 
Oversight homepage: http://cms.hhs.gov/medicaid/survey-cert.
Data system homepage: http://cms.hhs.gov/medicaid/mds20.

Comments

An extract of MDS data, the Nursing Home Resident Profile Table, was used to make estimates of Long Term Care measures.  This extract includes information about active residents of nursing homes.  An active resident is a resident whose most recent MDS assessment transaction is not a discharge and whose most recent transaction has a target date less than 180 days old.  If a resident has not had a transaction for 180 days, then that resident is assumed to have been discharged.
