Medicare Claims Data

Sponsor

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).

Mode of Administration

Medicare claims data contain substantial utilization data for Medicare beneficiaries for a variety of providers and services.  The files used here are the institutional and non-institutional Standard Analytic Files (SAFs).  The institutional SAFs include inpatient, outpatient, skilled nursing facility (SNF), home health, and hospice files.  The non-institutional SAFs include physician/supplier files.  The SAFs include only claims in their final action form (CMS, 2000).    

Survey Sample Design

The 5% sample for the Standard Analytic File is selected based on the two terminal digits of the beneficiary’s HIC number.  For the analyses presented in this report, these data were subset to the sample of beneficiaries who died between 1996 and 1999.    

Primary Survey Content

Medical expenditure data as well as detailed data on procedures, diagnoses, co-morbidities, enrollment status, and basic demographics. 

Population Targeted

All Medicare beneficiaries.

Demographic Data

Age, race, state and county of residence.

Years Collected

1991 to present.

Schedule

NA.

Geographic Estimates 

Both national and sub-national analyses can be estimated with these data (including Census region, CMS region, state, and urban/rural locations). 

Notes

Contact Information

Agency homepage: http://www.cms.gov.
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